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Cooperstown: A Ilttle hard to get to but well worth the effort (Part 1)

By Marty Kuehnert, v ,
(Visiting Professor of Sports Sciences.Waseda Universnty)
Supporter of Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum

The rustic little town of only about 2,000 residents is hidden away in a picture-postcard setting.
Scenic hills. Lush foliage. Quaint streets and small stores. A beautiful lake.

The town is out of the way, but yet more than 350,000 visitors make the pilgrimage every year.

Why was the Hall of Fame and Museum opened in Cooperstown on June 12, 1939? Well, it was
thought at the time that the game of baseball had been invented by Abner Doubleday in
Cooperstown in 1839. Subsequently, other people and towns have taken credit for the birth of base-
ball, most recently the city of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, claiming that baseball was played in their
town in 1791 and maybe earlier.

Regardless of the actual birthplace of the game, however, Cooperstown is now where the world's
greatest collection of baseball memorabilia and memories are stored. The beautiful old museum con-
tains more that 35,000 artifacts, 130,000 baseball cards, 2.6 million library items, 500,000 photographs,
and 10,000 hours of film and video footage.

1 didn't have enough hours to explore Cooperstown, because one day is almost not enough.

One thrill was to see a pair of "Shoeless” Joe Jackson's shoes and learn how the legendary player
got the nickname Shoeless Joe. In 1908 Jackson played in a minor league game in just his stocking
feet, because the previous day he had worn a new pair of spikes which had given him blisters. A
sportswriter the following day wrote about "Shoeless Joe,” and the moniker stuck and followed him
through his 13 major league seasons and a career cut short by his supposed involvement in the 1919
"Black Sox" scandal.

Whenever 1 talk about Ichiro Suzuki, I like to compare him with Shoeless Joe. Jackson broke in
with a major league bang in 1911 when he was just 22, hitting 408 for the Cleveland Indians. His
MLB career average was .356, and he was one of the best defensive outfielders ever.

Besides seeing Jackson's shoes in Cooperstown I got to see Ichiro's bat from the 2001 season when
he became only the second rookie in history to be voted Rookie-of-the-Year and the league MVP.
And then there was the line-up card from the Angels-Mariners game on April 13, 2001 which
showed that for the first time in history a Japanese pitcher, Shigetoshi Hasegawa, and hitter, Ichiro,
had faced each other.

Hideki Matsui has two bats on display as well. His used on April 8, 2003 to hit a grand slam
homer on his debut in Yankee Stadium, a first in Yankee history, and his lumber used to clout a
home run in Game 2 of the 2003 World Series, another first for a Japanese player.

And the list goes on. Too long to mention here.

What perhaps impressed me most at Cooperstown more than the memorabilia was how many dif-
ferent people were there, clearly having traveled to this inconvenient location from thousands of

V miles away. And it became clear that baseball is truly America’s national pastime. A game which ]
nearly everyone has played. A game which links generations together with a common bond - their
love of a game designed to be played in the spring and summer, on green grass with a leather ball v I

and wooden bat.

If you have the time and inclination, T strongly suggest you visit Cooperstown. You won't be dis-
appointed. And. oh yes, don't forget the Japanese Hall of Fame and Museum, as well. It's located in
the Tokyo Dome, and while the history is not as long, it is still colorful and fascinating, and the loca-
tion a lot more convenient than Cooperstown, NY.

- End - (for Japan HOF, June 30, 2004)
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